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60 postgraduate programmes online

Online education at Edinburgh

2,500 distance postgraduate students

25 MOOCs (massive open online course)

1,700,000 MOOC learners







The Manifesto for Teaching Online



Four lecturers at the University of Edinburgh are 
trying a different advocacy tack – one more suited 
to the viral culture of the modern Web.
Inside Higher Ed, Feb 24 2012

“I really like this form of probe, it is unoffensive yet provocative and I shall 
spend the next few days months years decades millennia answering each 
one individually.”
Design Futures Archaeology, February 2012

“Arguably the most exciting document for discussion to emerge thus far in 2012.”
ETC Journal, February 2012

“Is this pop culture approach really what online learning needs to 
gain widespread public acceptance?”
Marquis, March 2012





Digging into the manifestoRemixing digital content redefines authorship.

A digital assignment can live on and be iterative, public, dynamic, risky, and multi-voiced.

Text is being toppled as the only mode that matters in academic writing.

The changing form of the essay

Distance is temporal, affective, political: not simply spatial.

Place is differently, not less, important online.

Don’t succumb to campus envy: we are the campus.

Re-thinking University space



The changing form of the essay



more‐than‐text: what exceeds rather than what 
comes after ‘the essay’



Tim Dalton: authorship and originality



Michael Sean Gallagher: augmented reality and flanerie



Jeremy Knox: deferral and difference



Remixing digital content redefines authorship.

A digital assignment can live on and be iterative, public, dynamic, risky, and multi-voiced.

Text is being toppled as the only mode that matters in academic writing.

Assessment is an act of interpretation, not just measurement.



Re-thinking university space

Distance is temporal, affective, political: not simply spatial.

Place is differently, not less, important online.

Don’t succumb to campus envy: we are the campus.



“Ha, for the last five weeks, I've engaged with 
the course from five different cities in three 
different countries... York, Glasgow, 
Dusseldorf, Poznan and now Kalisz.”



“I seem to remember being a little jealous of those actually in 
the city as if proximity would somehow give them an advantage! 
…I suspected that more of a 'university life' could be had if one 
was actually in Edinburgh… but this was a minor thing compared 
to my enjoyment with study which far outweighed any 
'Edinburgh envy'.”

‘Campus envy’



“But I am planning to come for my graduation… It is like a gift, I 
get myself to Edinburgh as a graduation gift and to see my 'alma 
mater'. A way to close this experience in real life after a long 
journey in virtual life. And a way to gain a different identity in 
this course experience.”



70,000+ enrolments
high levels of social media activity
peer assessed ‘digital artefact’ final assignment





Lisa Pieraccini June B



Philip Finlay Bryan Pinked



Mullu Lumbreras



clickclarke Darlesa Cahoon



“I want to know about the possibilities of the spaces in‐between, 
the liminal, the spaces outside, the way we can move between 
them. I want to let the metaphor crumble and be disrupted so 
we can pick it apart, brick by brick. I want the euphoria of 
dystopian visions. I want to play in the ruins until we make a new 
place.”

http://reticulatrix.wordpress.com/2013/02/12/edcmooc‐
schools‐out/



Distance is temporal, affective, political: not simply spatial.

Don’t succumb to campus envy: we are the campus.

Place is differently, not less, important online.



text essay  digital essay

what works?  what do we want?

campus space  networked digital space

promise/threat  engagement
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